A SHORT HISTORY OF ,
THE MINI SCULPTURES OF VESZPREM

THE BEGINNING

Veszprém-based Al-Sped International Freight Forwarding and Service Ltd
has from the very start considered it important to complement their
business operations with supporting the city's public benefit associations as
well os aid organizations and foundations as far as their means would allow.
A strong feeling of offection and belonging to the city prompted the
company owner and his family to create an object of lasting value for
Veszprém's everyday life in addition to backing aid organizations and
associations. They started thinking in terms of an art work which locals or
visitors could feel their own, something likeable to all age groups, easily
receptible, and last but not least an item which would add to the attractive-
ness of the county seat as a touristic destination. The initial idea emerged
in 2018; it was after a year of thinking thot a concept took shape: Mihdly
Kolodko's mini sculptures were a perfect fit for the aim. Mihdly Kolodko's
oeuvre had long been studied and liked by the client, and for this reason he
wanted to commission at least one work by the guerilla sculptor to add
colour to the look of Veszprém's streets.

THE ARTIST: MIHALY KOLODKO

Mihdly Kolodko and his family settled over into Hungary from Uzhhorod
(Hungarian: Ungvar], Ukraine in 2016. In recent years the sculptor has
become well-known for creating mini bronze figures of characters from
1980s Hungarian cartoon series (Kockdsfill nyul - the rabbit with check-
ered ears, Mekk Elek - jock of all trades, master of none, and Fékukac - an
earthworm fishing bait with a character of his own). The miniature art works
which started cropping up unexpectedly were instantly taken to people's
hearts, as Mihdly Kolodko's mini sculptures belong to a tradition of
composition which makes sculptures less intimidating and easily accessi-
ble to audiences. These little creations moke people pause for a while and
reflect on minute details as well as the sculpture’s environment. It is hardly
a wonder that several exploration tour events have been organized around
these mini sculptures.

JOINT WORK, JOINT GREATION

On 7th October 2019 Baldzs Tordk, CEO of the freight forwarding company
contacted guerilla sculptor Mihdly Kolodko with the details of his plans and
commissioned him to create one or two miniature bronze sculptures for
them. Colloboration started off quickly: a few days later, on 12th October
2019 Mihdly Kolodko gladly and officially accepted the commission.
Although there were no concrete ideas in the beginning, characteristic
Veszprém themes, contents and places were gradually defined, and these
in turn inspired the plans of the art works. From the very beginning it was
crucial that the sculptor have a free hand in creation and his reflections be
observed; the locations, the artistic content and the message of the
sculptures were all selected and shaped in close collaboration by the client
and the artist.

INSPIRATION

The subject matter of each sculpture is made up from the combination of
elements in Veszprém's history, the city's cultural diversity, tourism
aspects, and naturally, the environment in which they are placed.

These are site-specific works: the sculpture and the location both contrib-
ute to the content and the selection of the site is also part of the creative
process. The results of the close and intensive collaboration between
Mihdly Kolodko and Baldzs Torok are already visible in Veszprém's streets:
Erné the Guard, Odoén the Street Musician, and LeoNora, The Girl and the Lion.

INSTALLING GUERILLA SCULPTURES

A guerilla artist, sculptures with a permit

Almost all sculptures by guerilla artist Mihdly Kolodko were installed without
a permit. The sculptures of Veszprém diverge in several points from the
traditions of installing guerilla sculptures. On the one hand they were
privately commissioned, and on the other hand, they were installed at their
sites with a permit. The sculptures are property of the business venture and
thus the Tordk family, yet from the very beginning were meant to be located
in public spaces. The installation of the Veszprém sculptures was preceded
by a long period of planning, talks, and official permit procedures.

SITES AND ATMOSPHERES

The three sculptures are placed in different sites; in addition, each conveys
a different mood and atmosphere. Our Street Musician is a character on the
merry, bohemian side, which corresponds to its site, a part of the city where
the Utcozene [Street Music) Festival tokes place - this is a scene for fun.
Heroes' Gate as a building is in itself monumental with an air of history, so
the Guard conveys the impression of a stern and disciplined defender of the
castle. The Girl and the Lion are a calm and peaceful pair, perfectly
mirroring the mood of walking with the family or friends and the atmos-
phere of the park as a place for rest and relaxation.

NAME-GIVING

The commissioners of the sculptures considered it especially
important to bring all three art works close to Veszprémers
and those who are interested in the sculptures,
so their names were chosen by vote.
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ODON, THE STREET
MUSIGIAN

"MUSIC SHOULD BELONG
TO EVERYONE!" — ZOLTAN KODALY

WHO IS HE?

Our Street Musician is a truly bohemian and jolly character; laid-back and
casual, he lives in the present.

We do not know where he came from or where he is going, but we hope he
stays with us for a long-long time.

Our Street Musician symbolizes the present.

THE BIRTH OF ODON

The major emphasis in Veszprém's cultural life falls on music, so it was

beyond question that this theme should come to be represented

by a mini sculpture.

This is how the Street Musician was born.

The Street Musician was inspired by the following:

- VeszprémFest and its accompanying event: Rosé, Riesling and Jaozz Doys

+ Veszprém Utcazene [Street Music) Festival

+ Leopold Auer, violinist, conductor and violin teacher, an outstanding
figure of musical life ocross the globe. - Auer Festival Veszprém

- Mendelssohn Chamber Orchestra

« UNESCO award: Veszprém received the title City of Music in 2019

ODON'S SITE, PLANS AND GONGEPTS

Odon took his place in a central area of the Utcozene (Street Music) Festival,
close to Hangvilla, the venue of the Auer Festival and o wide range of other
music events. In fact, this art work is not intended to reflect on any single
event, musician or instrument, but on music in general, which is a definitive
element of cultural life in Veszprém. This is why the artist placed an
instrument looking like a snail shell into our musician's hand.

The process leading to the final form of the sculpture was quite long. Artist
and client initially planned to mount the sculpture on a stone pedestal so
that the tiny figure would not get lost on the high curbside and could easier
call attention to itself. The stone pedestal was first designed in the shape of o
violin, but was finally chosen to take the form of o suitcase - hinting ot a
street musician who travels the world. A representation of a violin, o guitar, a
harmonica, or even multiple musical instruments was raised in the creative
process, but all these failed to meet the desired concept. The story behind
the cap is also similar: according to the original idea the street musician
would have been wearing a brimmed hat; the final form came with a baseball
cap. In chronological order, the Street Musician was the second sculpture to
have reached the final concept, but it was the first one to be cast in bronze.
The Street Musician was the second sculpture of the three to be installed.

It took up its place in Kossuth Street on Thursday, 6th August 2020.

It received the name ODON as the final result of the vote on Sunday, 16th
August 2020.

DETAILS

Materials: the street musician’s figure is made of bronze; the suitcase and
the instrument-like snail shell are of limestone from the Sutté quarry.
Dimensions: length: 47 cm, width: 33 cm, height: 27 cm. It weighs 55 kg.
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LEONORA, " €
THE GIRL AND THE LION

TOGETHER FOR THE FUTURE

WHO ARE THEY?

Our little girl is brave, since she is resting on a lion's back, turning her own
back on danger. Who knows, she may already have tamed the lion and
become friends with it, because she is sitting on its back in complete safety,
as if the maned beast were positively protecting her.

The Girl and the Lion symbolizes the future.

THE BIRTH OF THE GIRL AND THE LION

This third sculpture was inspired by history and tourism together.
In this case and at the request of his client, the artist took the following
themes into consideration:

- Saint Margaret of Hungary (Margaret Ruins and the little girl):
Margaret, daughter of King Béla IV was raised from age 3 by
Dominican nuns. (Budapest's Margaret Island is named after her.)

+ Veszprém is the City of Queens
("Almost every little girl wants to become a princess.”)

« Veszprém Zoo (The lion is the king of animals;
in this case he is the prince by the side of the princess.)

THE GIRL AND THE LION’S SITE,
PLANS AND GONGEPTS

The park side end and castle side pillartop of the pedestrian bridge at the far
end of Kollégium Street. Its background is Margaret Ruins, with a sight of
Veszprém castle in the opposite direction, and the zoo located a short walk
away. The choice of the site and the final form of the sculpture are evocative
of the specific locations, and beyond this, by a wide associative domain, of
the City of Queens and of linking past to present to future.The artist put a
smartphone in the girl's hands, yet the sculpture is fashioned in a way which
allows the beholder to decide what he or she sees in the girl's hands. A
teenager today may really think it is a smartphone but those who are
familiar with the historical aspects of the place may have an association to
the Bible or even just a simple book.

The Girl and the Lion was set in its place on Thursday, 3rd September 2020.
It received the name LeoNora on Saturday, 14th September 2020 based on
the result of the vote.

Initially there were several ideas for a site and possible themes:

According to the first idea the girl was to hold a small telescope in her hand
but she was not to look into it: rather, the figurine would have invited people
to look into the instrument which was to be pointed towards Saint Stephen's
Bridge, locally called the Viaduct.

The original site was to be the right end of the left lower lookout balcony at
the far end of Veszprém castle.

Another earlier idea was to have the girl seated on the back of a standing
lion, leaning forward and embracing its neck. The site at that stoge was
already the bridge’s end where the sculpture is now placed.

DETAILS

Materials: the figure of the girl is cast in bronze,

the lion is carved in limestone from the Tardos quarry.
Dimensions: length: 36 cm, width: 17 cm, height: 25 cm.
It weighs 18.1 kg.
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ERNO, THE GUARD

HE IS GUARDING OUR CITY!

WHO IS HE?

A Guard of Veszprém castle, watching over our city.
He took up his post at the entrance of the one-time
border castle, at Heroes' Gate. He is proud to be wearing

the Crown Guards' uniform and is carefully protecting

his tiny treasure chest. He is a true patriot, disciplined and alert.
He might be somewhat stern but has an immense heart.

The Guard symbolizes the past.

THE BIRTH OF ERNO

The work was inspired by the city's history. It is meant to represent a range
of Veszprém happenings and stories, from the battles of the Turkish times
and World War | to World War Il when the Crown of Hungary was briefly
safeguarded in Veszprém.

The Crown of Hungary and the Holy Dexter were held safe in Veszprém from
6th November to 6th December 1944. Erné is wearing the period uniform of
the Royal Hungarian Crown Guards.

ERNO'S SITE, PLANS AND GONGEPTS

The Guard was placed at the western pillar of Heroes’ Gate on Monday, 13th
July 2020. The name-giving vote closed on 1st August 2020: since then, the
guard has been called Erné ofter a former commanding officer of the Royal
Hungarian Crown Guards, Erné Pajtds. It was under his command that the
Crown of Hungary and the Holy Dexter were held safe in Veszprém for a
month. This mini sculpture differs from the other two in the fact that for this
one, the site was chosen first, and the content of Veszprém's historic events
was formulated on this basis. In the case of the other two works the content
was the first to be determined.

This was the sculpture which first had a full concept, and it was also the one
which was first modelled out of plasticine, but came to be cast in bronze as
second. This statue was the first to be installed.

DETAILS

Material: bronze
Dimensions: length: 12 cm, width: 10 em, height: 30 cm.

[

uapuagabsuawbu Jaula uoa uawyoy Wi UBWDN 1Yl USGDY USINIDIUIA
alp os ‘uabulig nz Jaybu uanipIg 181p UB||D NZ Ua}IaIsSsalalu| ualinyd|nyg alp
iny alp pun waidzsap uona 1abing sip ‘Bnyoim 1agabboiyny usp iny Jom s3

ONNGI9SNANVN 310

Japam Bunuundsju3g pun

Bunjoy.3 '‘apunal4 Japo aljiwn4 yw uabupbiaizodg uoa Q) S|o $¥J0d S8p
Bunwuwnig aip 3qi16 uamoT] sap pun uauia|y Jap ong ayalpaly ‘abiyni sog
jonJpuig uapeiul|dizsip ‘usybyisula uaula Yono ISsD|1ajuly JaIyoom

Jap os ‘Jopun)g Japuabinyian jojuoiny Jagn 1ayosiiolsiy uia Isi uap|eH

Jap 10| soq ‘Bungabwpn abnisn| auls Jagn Jim uaysaids yoinpop - piim uap
-unyabypys |pASa YISNWuUaEDI}S SOP OM ‘1S(|8S YOPUDIS Jap aIim ‘Bwayog
aula Inbi4 abiysn| aula 151 JayIsnwuagniys Jasun ‘ualanuaspidal usb
-UNwwng auapalyosian ‘uap() usuapalyoasian up ua||jos uaimd|nyg 181p a||y

NIONNWWILS ONN 31300NVLS

‘uaplam 3j||@3sabjnn uaiyny

-lansBunbBiwyausg pun usbunwwnisqy uabipwiysw ‘Bunup|q J8busimbun|
YIDU Usjuuoy uayninig Jawaidzsap 8l ‘uapam }83Yo11ia wnoy uayaijjusyo
w1 als ssop ‘|a1Z sop up Bupjuy uoa sa Jom yoopal Ho10] 8ljIWD J8p
wnjusbi3 sop os pun ‘suawyauiaun sap wniuabiz sop uap|ig uanipbig aiQ
H|81s8byno BunbBiwysauag Jw 81s uspINM USIBPUD WNZ '183Yd1118 uswyau
-183UNjoALlg Wauls uoA Boiyny wi ais uspinm uaula WnZ "uapiam }83yollia
UBsn3iDiS-D||14ang) aIp Jap YoDu ‘go UoIHpD.| J8p UOA JYJISUIH J8lalyaw

ul waldzsap Ul 8xiep a1p uayalem yoopar }|8isabino Bunbiwysusg

auyo uapinm oxpo|o3y Ayl sianoyp|ig-pj|1iang sap a3Jap a||o 3sp4

aytap a1biwyauab Us3suny-n||1uang

ANLVLIS-V1IIFdAN9 daNI3 9NNLHIIYY]

‘amQT Jap pun plouoaT usyopop sog
'MZ( ‘JUDdISNWUagD.LS 18p ‘uopQ ‘ayoop) alp ‘ould :uabiyyoisaq waldzsap
UOA UBEDIIS UBP JND 1830ds JYDr Ul 1SDJ 3QIQ| SZD|OF PuUn OXPojoy

Rjoyiw uayosimz yisgiouswwosnz uabua uyss 1ap assiugabig aip uuby UDp
)51 sassazoidsbunydoyog sap |18] Yyono sazipjdnoyas

sap |yomsny Jap gjoysam ‘Jiayul3 ayolpjoyul suis wosuiawab uap|ig zyo|d
-NDYDS 18p pun anjpis aIp 8313\ 8yaslyizadssiio wn Jaly Yoalis 3spuny s3
‘uapiam 3||93sabijno uanyoig a1p om ‘Bungabwn Jap pun snwsuNo] wap uoA

" waidzsap uoa NaxB1DJ|BIA US||81N} Ny JBp pun 83Yyod1yosag) J8p UOA UOA 'g'Z
aIm ‘palidsul ualop D4 ayolas|ypz UoA apinm uanjolg 1ap joyabuaap| Jag

NOILVdIdSNI

YOI IMIBA s183suny sap pun siagab

-Boiyny sap yaqiouswwopsnz abua aip yoinp uanjois Jap joyabuaap| Jap
apinm uuIg Wasalp u] 'uawwoy Bunyjag unz uabunyiawag suias pun oy
axJap Jap Bunjyoli3 unz puoH a1a1y Janoyp|ig Jap ssop ‘Bipyoim up Buojuy
UOA UDYIS IDM S3 "USYS}SIUa 83J8/\\ 31p YIND usjuuoy yoinpog 'puis yosny
-S112)DJDY0 waldzsap Inj 8Ip 'UsWIWDSNZ 8} pun 8)|oyu| ‘usway| 87 Jap
ajno7 wi uow ay|23s ‘qob uabun|jaisiop uajarjuoy auley sbuoyuo sa |yomgQ
'up apnal4 yw Boiyny uap oxpojoy A|pyYIN Wybu gT0Z 1290P0

‘2T wo 183nds abo) Jood uig :3z3esabwn pjog apinm JI8gIDUBWIWDSNZ 8iQ
‘DWLIH BIp INy uaniDlS uauazuolg Jabiule Bunbijiajuy aip wn uyl ayyonsia
pun jno Janoyp|ig-p|juang oxpojoy Apyiy ussp| uaulas Jw puwili4-}Jjodsuny]
Jap Jaiynjsynyosan Jap N0Jol szp|pg 83yans gT0Z J18qoy0 L Wy

N344dVHOS SaNVSNIAWN3A9
'LI28yV ANVSNIANA9

‘uapiam

yaisiunbio uanypyg uap nz uainojsbunyoapiug alaiyaw syalaq ssop
Japunpy ulay 0s|o 181 83 'anjois Jap Bungabwn aip Jno pun s|injag usula|y
3Ip JND S} WDSYIaLWNY 3Ip USX3U3| pun ‘}0H Wnz uauia uabulig axyiamysuny)
uabizuim asaig 'uias uapliom 3yoniqgab Jayou wnygnd wap pun ywynzab
uanjplg soypo|oy ARjpyi us|jos uolypol] asalp yaing :3183Yyd1iia uoijpol|
(UBjwiLuSaq) JBula YIou UspInNm uanjnig aig '1J0j0s uayasua Jap uszisH
3Ip UslagoJa ‘ualyINDYND }83IDMIBUN BIP ‘UBNIDIS-IUI Bulas (903N 04
813 e ‘Infiu ninyspxo0) us||e3sIop BYor JBNBET Jap usInbI4-w|y
-jo1uayalaz usyasunbun aip aip ‘Juubyaq uayiamazuolg usbizuim aulas
4oInp ualypr uajzis| usp Ul apinm Janoyp|ig Jaq ‘wn uinbun yoou auinsin
18p UOA ‘poJoyyasn UoA IO Usy|apals al|iwn4 aulas pun oypojoy Ajpyipy

ONQ010MH AMVHIW -d211LSNNOX d3d

16nynzuly apaon4 auls waidzsap UoA pliquagpng

Wap sJanoyp|ig-nj|14ang Sap 3}Jap Ul8 SUSISapuIw SSDp 8 8))|om uassap
-abjoju| ‘punj UB||DJ2E YOND J8 USUSBP UD ‘83J3)\\ 2UIaS 8jUUDy 13 "JUUD3aq
Jagabboiyny uap inj uaiom usayoyas soxypojoy Ajpyiw "usyosaidsiua
Bunzyas|aiz Jap oxpojoy APy uoa uanNIDIS-IUIW S1p SSDP ‘SSN|Yas

Wap Nz UDW WDy Jyor waula Yoo 'uapiom yyonigab ayanidg inz g1pg Jom
Bun|jeysiop aig 'uiabiays sazysypywoy sap Youysbunyaizuy ayosnsiinoy
8Ip Yonn HWDP 8IS Ua)||oMm 1238|NZ JYIIN ‘IS! JDGSSD) pun gal| 8SSo|3sial|y
apal 1nj a1p pun uauuoy uayaow uabia nz yais Jayonsag aip Japo
Jauyomui3 alp aIp ‘UuIS Wi 8ap| 8ula Uapby 8IS 'uaynyas nz waldzsap UoA
Boy||y usp inj Z}DYag uspuUsIYDMIBLLLWI WY 8UIB UBUIBI8A- pUn UsuoIjosiu
-nBuosy|iH Jap Bunzinisiajun 18p uagau ‘nzop aljILD4 aulas pun Jawniuabig
uap Bomaq 1pnig 181yl nz agai] aip pun BunBiaunz aig "uazinisiajun

nz uaBunys- pun uauonosiuobiosy|iH ‘usbuniyouuil Jabizynuuiawab
Jawidzsap yaquy alp - 1exyal|Bo yoou af - yaxbiin) usyolyoyosHImM
JaJyl uagau ‘Biyam any ub Bunjuy uoa sa 81y Hqwe sbBunisiajisuaig

pun -suoiyipadg a|ouonpuliaiu| padg-Ty suasspjabispaiu waidzsap ul aig

AONVANV 3id

NINIVLS-INIW d3W3ddZS3A H30
11HJIHISIT IZ4NN 310



